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Dear Parents/carers

Reopening of School to Year 10 from 15th June 2020

Thank you for your support and patience while we have been waiting for further information on the reopening of secondary schools from the government.  

I am sure you will be aware and will have seen from the local and national news, based on current scientific advice, the government now believes it is safe for students to begin the process of returning to school. We have, therefore, begun extensive planning so we can reopen to Year 10 students from the week commencing 15th June 2020.

Let me reassure you that our first priority is always the health and safety of our students and our staff; this includes their mental health. We are eager to welcome our students back to school (where there are no shielding requirements) and on return they will have the opportunity to: access face-to-face support from staff, get back into a routine and access meaningful lessons. 

The ‘Key Principles’ around supplementary learning via face to face contact with Y10 are:

· To provide an opportunity for learners access ‘Core’ subject clinics (English, Maths and Science) 
· To provide wellbeing support and pastoral care to support your child’s transition back into school. 

It is important to acknowledge that learning will look and feel very different. Safety and protective measures will significantly change our school operations. This is to reduce the risk for students and staff.

The government guidance that we are working from, directs us to: 

· Stagger the times of any movement around the school as well as arrival and dismissal times; 
· Instruct children to be 2m apart; 
· Keep students in these smaller groups for the time they are in school; 
· Not allow different groups of students to mix with each other at all; 
· Encourage students to maintain social distancing, where possible. 

While we cannot guarantee that all students will be socially distant at all times, we know that our students will rise to this challenge and work with us in this extraordinary time. However, there is a huge amount of work taking place to help minimise the risk to both students and staff. Student and staff safety is our number one priority.

How will it work? 

· Students will be invited into school for one morning per week. Lessons will start at 8:50 and end at 12:15. This approach means that there will be no more than 20 Year 10 students in school each day. 
· There will be no more than 6 learners in one room at a time, following the 2 metre government guidance. 
· Learners will work in one classroom for the duration of their supplementary lessons in school. 
· A 30 minute break will be timetabled, during this period students will remain within their group of 6 learners to avoid mingling. 
· Learners will be expected wear school uniform with the exception of a school blazer and tie which will not be required.  Trousers, shirts etc. can be easily washed daily upon return to the family home. 
· There will be a one-way system in operation in school to ensure paths are not cross. 
· Students will be able to access their normal method of school transport to get to and from school. 

I understand that this may sound quite overwhelming, but we take the health and safety of all involved extremely seriously whilst at the same time making our students feel happy to return to school, in a safe and secure environment.  

The school will be contacting you individually with personalised timetables and details of which morning your child has been allocated. 

As always, please get in touch with the school if you would like to discuss anything by contacting us on contactstaindrop@staindropschool.com.  In the meantime, I hope that your child continues to engage with the home-learning which is being set weekly, but most of all, I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe.




Yours sincerely, 




Mr K Simpson 
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Year 10 Return

What social distancing measures are in place in school? 

· Significantly reduced numbers of students in school at one time. 
· Smaller class sizes, no more than 6 learners in one room at a time, following the 2 metre government guidance. 
· Students will not mix with other students outside of their allocated teaching group. 
· Staggered break times to reduce student contact. 
· One-way system implemented in school. 
· Reduced numbers of students on school transport. 

What equipment will students need? 
Students will need to bring their normal school equipment. Students will be provided with exercise books for each subject area. Students will be responsible for their own equipment. 

Do you students need to wear full school uniform? 
Full school uniform must be worn with the exception of a blazer. 

Can I send my children into school with alcohol hand sanitiser?
Yes. Students are permitted to carry their own hand sanitisers. 

What time will the school day end? 
Students will depart school at 12.15 each day. 

How will my child get to school? 
Your child will be able to access their normal mode of transport, buses will collect students from their normal bus stops. 

What about children with SEND? 
If a child has SEND, then the school SENCO will contact their parent prior to them returning to school.  Their support plan might have to be adjusted and if necessary an individual risk assessment produced which could include an adjusted timetable. 

Will school continue to provide support for key workers and vulnerable children? 
Yes, school will continue to provide support for children of key workers and those who are vulnerable.   

What should I do if myself or my child have symptoms, such as a temperature?
Currently the advice is for your child to isolate for 14 days. Please check NHS 111 for the most up to date advice. 

My child is in a household where other members are symptomatic. Should I send my child to school?
No. Please keep your child home. Currently the guidance is all that all household members are required to isolate for 14 days. This advice may change therefore please check NHS 111 for the latest advice. 

What happens if my child displays symptoms at school?
If your child becomes symptomatic whilst in school, they will not be allowed to remain on site. You will be contacted by your respective academy to arrange for your child to be collected. 

Is the academy able to provide advice and guidance on how the virus could impact my child who has asthma or another pre-existing medical condition?
Parents with children with pre-existing medical conditions are encouraged to seek advice from their specialist healthcare practitioner to obtain clinical judgement on how the virus can affect their child. You are also encouraged to discuss your concerns with the academy.

What are the school doing to improve hygiene?
Good hand and respiratory hygiene include:

Coughing and sneezing
-Encourage your children to sneeze into a tissue
-Dispose of dirty tissues in the bin and
-Wash their hands with soap and water thorough

Hand hygiene
-Wash hands with soap and water or a hand sanitiser if soap and water are not available
-Wash hands with soap and water before cooking and eating
-Wash hands with soap and water or use a hand sanitiser on arrival to school
-Wash hands with soap and water or use a hand sanitiser after using the toilet
-Wash hands with soap and water or use a hand sanitiser before leaving school.
-Staindrop has have increased their hygiene regimes with their cleaning contractors and schools are briefing all students on good hygiene.

GOV UK – Latest information and advice COVID 19: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance

NHS Common Questions:  FAQ's:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

DfE Covid-19 Guidance for Educational settings:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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