
www.staindropschool.com

www.staindropschool.com

Staindrop Academy Staindrop School an Academy 
Cleatlam Lane 
Staindrop 
Darlington 
DL2 3JU

STAINDROP
ACADEMY

Staindrop Academy



 

.

 
.

 
.

 

 

The academy prepares 
pupils well for Post 16 and 

Modern Britain.

Ofsted 2017

Welcome

Staindrop Academy

Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends,

I wish you a warm welcome to Staindrop Academy and 
I am delighted to introduce our prospectus. Staindrop 
is a very well-regarded, high achieving and popular 
school at the heart of a rural community.

Our ethos is built upon a tradition of excellence for 
the wellbeing, achievements and aspirations of young 
people.  We believe in offering the highest quality 
education, both in the classroom and through our 
extensive extracurricular activities.  The academy has 
been recognised for outstanding provision and won 
awards for International links, Fair Trade, Enterprise 
and Anti-bullying.. 

The day-to-day atmosphere of Staindrop is warm, 
friendly, orderly and purposeful.  We are keen for 
our students to develop as confident, responsible and 
considerate individuals who excel and make a lasting 
contribution within and beyond their school life.  We 
are extremely proud of their outstanding achievements 
in all walks of life. 

Our partnerships with parents and carers are very 
important to us and we will work closely with you 
throughout your child’s time with us to nurture 
their aspirations, their learning and their achieve-
ment.  

I hope that this prospectus will inform you, 
inspire you and give you a taste of the very special 
qualities of our school.  Staindrop is an open 
school and I want you to feel active participants 
in your child’s education.  I would like to thank 
you for your interest in Staindrop Academy, and 
invite you to attend our open evening and visit the 
school during the school day to see us in action.  
Please phone or email the school to arrange a 
visit; our contact details are on the back of this 
prospectus.

We look forward to welcoming you to Staindrop 
Academy very soon.

Kind regards,

Alyson Carr 
Headteacher
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All pupils have access to a broad 
and balanced curriculum 

Ofsted 2017

Curriculum

Our curriculum is broad and is designed to ensure 
that all students have the opportunity to achieve 
their maximum potential.  Student groupings vary 
across subjects and year groups, giving maximum 
flexibility to accommodate each individuas’l needs. 
Students with learning difficulties are assisted by the 
Learning Support team, with specialist teachers and 
assistants working to support them through a range of 
strategies.  Students who have a special skill or ability 
in a particular area are encouraged to perform to the 
highest level.

Key Stage 3 – Years 7 & 8

A11 students in Year 7 and 8 study the full range of 
National Curriculum subjects, as well as a varied and 
interesting programme of PSCHE (Personal, Social 
Citizenship and Health Education).

Key Stage 4 – Years 9-11

All students in Years 9, 10 and 11 study the core 
curriculum of English, Maths and Science.  A range 
of options are available to them including Geography, 
History, RE, Computer Science, French, German, Dra-
ma, Music, Business Studies, PE, IT, Food Technology, 
Graphics and Health and Social Care.

Most lessons are taught in banded groups, in order to 

ensure that work can be differentiated to suit the needs 
of individual students.

Staindrop has excellent links with all Sixth Form 
providers in the area.  We have an extensive transition 
programme which begins in Y10 to ensure that every 
student moves into further education that is matched 
to their needs and ability.

Our careers programme ensures that students receive 
support and guidance when the make important deci-
sions regarding career choices.
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:Teachers plan learning that 
encourages pupils to think more 

deeply about what they are 
learning and the skills they are 

developing

Teaching and 
Learning

At Staindrop Academy, high quality teaching and learning is vital to all students’ success; excellence in teaching 
leads to outstanding outcomes for our students.  Our approach is simple; we know how to engage and inspire 
our students and challenge them to achieve their potential.

All staff have a genuine belief that high aspirations lead to strong outcomes.  With this in mind, we aim to pro-
vide the very best educational experience for every student at Staindrop.  Furthermore, all staff plan engaging 
lessons to ensure students have a thirst for learning.
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Transition
Staindrop has developed excellent links with local primary schools to ensure that students enjoy a smooth 
transition into secondary school.  Your child may have already attended some of these activities.

“I felt that the transition days all helped me to feel comfortable in moving from primary to secondary”

Partnership with parents

Staindrop values the vital role that parents play in their child’s education. Regular communication takes place via

• Interim reports
• Headteacher’s Newsletter
• Parentmail PMX
• Text and telephone calls
• Parent Evenings
• Parents Information Evenings
• Class Charts

All parents have access to Class Charts and can check remotely on their child’s attendance, behaviour, rewards 
and academic performance.

Detailed information on the school and curriculum can also be accessed via the school’s website  
“www.staindropschool.com” which has a news feed and will keep you up-to-date.

94% of parents would recommend Staindrop Academy.

The academy knows pupils 
well and has a clear focus on 
ensuring that every pupil is well 
looked after

Ofsted 2017
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Pastoral Care
The Pastoral System at Staindrop Academy ensures that every student feels safe and has someone to turn to. 
Each year group is divided into mixed ability tutor groups that becomes a “family unit” with their form tutor. 
Form tutors monitor attendance, class charts and general progress through school. Each form is part of a 
“castle” house system where success and achievement are celebrated and rewarded.

A very experienced team of Year Leaders and support staff care for all students in the Academy.

We are proud that our students’ exemplary conduct is acknowledged by visitors to the Academy, the local 
community and also whilst on external trips and visits.

9 10



 

:

Pupils rise to the challenge 
of high expectations and 

demonstrate eagerness to learn

High expectations 
and rewards
Staindrop Academy strives for the highest standards in order for our students to achieve their academic 
potential as well as becoming well rounded, balanced young adults.

Students are expected to:

• Be in full school uniform at all times
• Be prepared for lesson and ready to learn
• Meet deadlines for class work and homework
• Set a good example and be a role model for the rest of the school
• Work to the best of their ability

Rewards

Staindrop Academy is passionate about celebrating success and our positive rewards system is one way we do 
this. Whilst education and success are at the heart of everything that we do, we also value and recognise our 
students who try their best, attend extra-curricular activities and are ambassadors for the school. Students 
who gain the most “castle” points and those who excel academically are recognised through achievement and 
celebration assemblies. 
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Extra Curricular 
Activities

We are very proud of our programme of extra-curricular activities.       The range of experiences offered 
means there is something for everyone; sport, maths, music, drama, art, the mentor programme, student 
leadership, STEM club ….. the list is endless.  Levels of participation are extremely high, standards of 
excellence are achieved and all of this is made possible by the staff who give willingly of their time and the 
students who demonstrate real enthusiasm and commitment.

At Staindrop Academy we offer a wide variety of residential and day visits to complement and enhance 
learning.  Students have the opportunity to go to France to develop their language skills, media and 
business offer a trip to London visiting the theatre and other attractions to help develop their skills and 
understanding.  In Geography students are encouraged to participate in field work with day visits to 
Edinburgh and Keswick.  Maths and English offer a high impact study skills residential to help improve 
student progress in these two subjects.

Sporting success

In terms of sport there is the opportunity to enjoy and compete in numerous afterschool activities and school 
teams; boys and girls football, boys and girls rugby, netball, tennis, trampolining and so much more.  
The PE department also offer an extremely successful adventure week where students are challenged in a 
different setting.  

The Academy runs a very successful primary festival programme where our students act as sports leaders.

The Academy offers a very broad 
range of enriching activities 

Ofsted
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Parent View – May 2017 94% 
of parents would recommend 

Staindrop Academy to another 
parent

Partnerships
Homework

We believe it is important for all students to develop the capacity to work independently. Homework is
set fortnightly by all subject areas. The amount of homework set increases as students get older.  Each student 
has a planner in which details of the homework are recorded.

The planner is a vital link between home and school and parents are requested to sign the planner every week. 

Equipment

Students must take responsibility for their own learning, and must  have the correct equipment. Please ensure
that your son or daughter has a pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, coloured pencils, calculator, compass and protractor.

School uniform

Students wear our uniform with pride  and we expect every student to be dressed in the correct uniform at all 
times.  We need the support of parents to do this properly. A full list of uniform is given with this prospectus.

Attendance

Attendance at Staindrop  is exceptional. TheAttendance Officer  follows up all absences, but we need
the support of parents to maintain this high level.  An explanation is required for all absences. Holidays are only 
authorised in exceptional circumstances by the Headteacher.

Standards of behaviour

We have high expectations of behaviour at Staindrop Academy and expect all students to show respect and 
tolerance to staff and students.
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The Future

Staindrop is a member of the Advanced Learning Partnership family of schools. The ALP Trust is led by Parkside 
Academy an Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ school and  is committed to educational excellence.  The clear aim of the trust is to raise 
educational standards for all stakeholders, thus developing a culture of high aspirations and empowering young people to 
achieve.

Securing excellent education through collaboration
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